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	Text2: Most studies comparing charter schools to traditional public schools have generally disregarded the differences in their student populations and have not differentiated between types of charter schools, which often have fundamentally different missions, curricula, and enrollments. Because these schools differ widely, it is difficult to fairly and accurately evaluate the academic performance of public charter schools without considering their differences. In contrast to most traditional public schools that serve all students in a specified geographic area, public charters are organized to serve specific groups of students or communities. Studies that report the average performance of all charter students as a whole tend to overlook the underlying principle that charters are organized to be different. 

The latest report in CSPI’s “Essential Elements” series, Building a Typology of Texas Charter Schools, presents a replicable typology (or classification system) of Texas charter schools based on their enrollment practices, missions, and curricula. The authors compare the performance measures of students between each charter category as well as to students within Texas traditional public scho

·	 Highly Academic/College Prep: Schools with a primary focus on academic programs and  
   preparation for college. Specific student and parental commitments are frequently required, and 
   above average attendance and performance requirements are set.

·	 Risk/Recovery: Schools organized to serve students who have dropped out, are at risk of   
   dropping out, or are performing poorly in traditional public schools. Programs are often developed   
   at the request of local leaders to address specific community concerns.

·	 Non-Traditional/Alternative: Schools that provide an alternative for families who are dissatisfied 
   with traditional public schools and offer such things as seemingly safer environments, alternate 
   instructional styles, small classes, or increased personal attention. Their focus is often on social 
   programs more than academics.
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